Chapter Four
HOUSING AND TUBERCULOSIS
IN the preceding chapter reference has been made to unhealthy
home conditions as constituting a factor which predisposes to the
development of tuberculosis, and it is necessary to examine more
closely to what extent such conditions are directly or indirectly
related to a high incidence of infection.
The home has come to be regarded as the "nest9 where primary
infection most frequently occurs in the case of mothers and young
children who spend the greater part of twenty/four hours within
its confines., and the conditions of the home and of life within the
home therefore stand in definite relationship to the extent to which
infection takes place and to the velocity with which it occurs.
DENSITY OF POPULATION. The death-rate from
tuberculosis is found to be highest in densely populated urban
districts where families live in close proximity to each other and
where no attempt is made to separate domiciliary existence from
industrial life. This is proved by statistical evidence obtained
from the Registrar'General's Statistical Review for 1936. The
infant mortality from tuberculosis provides a delicate index of the
incidence of gross tuberculous infection in the home. For the
purpose of comparative statistical review England and Wales
have been divided into six geographical regions which, in regard
to their density of population, vary within considerable limits,
the most densely populated areas being found in the north of
England. The infant mortality from tuberculosis in these six
regions is shown in the table on page 90.
It will be observed from reference to this table that the
highest infant mortality from tuberculosis occurred in two
northern regions, No. I, which includes the counties of Durham
and Northumberland and No. Ill, which includes the West
Riding of Yorkshire and the county borough of York, The
lowest infant mortality from tuberculosis occurred in the South'
eastern region outside Greater London and in the No. II district
of Wales, which includes nine counties in that country; the four